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For R. Simon said in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi, “Have they not 
said, ‘A mourning does not apply on a festival, but people observe 
mourning discretely’ ?” 


[G] What is the context for this discretion? It has to do with sexual 
relations [which are not to be performed on the festival by a 
mourner]. 


[Reverting to the discussion broken off at B:] They objected, “Lo, in 
the case of the festival, lo, the mourner is prohibited from having 
sexual relations, and yet it does not count [toward the days of 
mourning]. Also in regard to the Sabbath, since a mourner is forbidden 
to have sexual relations, the Sabbath should not count [among the days 
of mourning, and yet it does, so the reason proposed at B is not 
likely].” 


Said R. Ba, “It is possible that seven days can pass without a festival, 
but it is not possible that seven days can pass without a Sabbath[, and 
if the Sabbath does not suspend the rites of mourning, there will be 
eight days of mourning, and not seven].” 


3:6 


[A] R. Eliezer says, “After the Temple was destroyed, Pentecost has been 


deemed equivalent to the Sabbath.” 


[B] Rabban Gamaliel says, “The New Year and the Day of Atonement 


have been deemed equivalent to festivals.” 


[C] And sages say, “The rule is in accord with the opinion neither of this 


one nor of that one. 


[D] “But Pentecost is deemed equivalent to a festival, and the New Year 


[1:1 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


and the Day of Atonement are deemed equivalent to the Sabbath.” 


Members of the household of R. Yannai say, “Pentecost counts toward 
the observance of the seven days of mourning like festivals. [If one 
observed three days of mourning prior to Pentecost, the remainder of 
the seven days are nullified, as is the case of festivals in general, 
contrary to the view of Eleazer (M. 3:6A).]” 


They asked before R. Yosé [as to the disposition of the thirty days of 
mourning]: “Do we say that the three days before Pentecost with 
Pentecost itself cover seven days of mourning? Lo, then there are ten 
days [already in hand, and one has to observe the other twenty]? 


“Rather, three days before Pentecost are treated as seven, and 
Pentecost is treated as equivalent to seven, so fourteen days [go to the 
mourner’s credit, with sixteen left to observe].” 


